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Docket Clerk

Murketing Order Administration BRranch
Fruit and Vegetable Programs

AMS, USDA

1400 Indcpendence Avenue, SW

STOP 0237

Washington, DC 20250-0237

FAX (202) 720-8933
E-MAIL moab.docketclerk@usda .gov
INTERNET hiip: '

RE: Docket No. FV03-925-1PR
Federnl Register Vol.70, No. 100, Page 30001
Grapes Grown in 2 Designatod Arca of Southeastern California and Imported Table
Grapes; Proposed Change in Regulatory Period
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dear Docket Clerk:

Soc, Agr. y Com. JC & Sons Produce Lida, opposes the above referenced change in
the effective date of Table Grape Marketing Order 925 and the companion Table Grape
Import Regulation 4 that will furthex restrict table grapes supplied from Chile, Soc. Agr, y
Com. JC & Sons Produce Lida, is in the business of exporting Chilean agricultural
commoditics, and ships approximately 400.000 of fresh table grapes to the U.S. during the
months of November through April.

Soc. Agr. y Com. JC & Sons Prodice Lida. concurs with, and incorporates herein by
reference, the detailed comments and supporting data submitted by ASOEX, the Chilean
Exporters Association. Specifically, Soc. Agr, y Com. JC & Sons Produce Lada. urges the
agency to reject the proposed change in the regulatory perjod because:

The Proposcd Rule imnposes marketing order standards on Chilean supplies
when no domestic varjeties are avgilable, and therefore constitutes a non-
tariff batrier contrary to the terms of WTO Agreements and the U.S.-Chile
Free Trade Agresment.

2. The Proposed Rule assesses inspection fees starting April 1 when no
domestic supplies are being so charged, and theteby violates Article 111 and
Asticle VIIT of GATT 1994.

3. The change in the beginning effective date of Marketing Order 925 and
Table Grape Import Regulation 4 from April 20 to April 1 will have e direct
negative impact on our buginess Soc. Agr. y Com, JC & Sons Produce Itda.
ships 40.000 of fresh table grapes to the U.S. from April 1 to April 20. If the
Proposed Rule should be adopted, the estimated value of the table grapes to
be excluded from shipment is ns$ 277,000,00.
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4, The Proposad Rule does not contain any cviderice of circumvention by
Chilean table grapes sufficient to warrant the proposed change.

5. The change in date from April 20 to April 1 create an artificial shortage
of table grapes since there is no other commercially significant and rcliable
supply from any source other than Chile,

6. The Chilcan grapes supplied from Apxil 1 to thé earliest commercislly
significant supplies of grapes from Coachells Vialley in California meet
marketing specifications from retail chains thatare more stringent in some
respects than the marketing order requirements,

7. The proposed change cannot be validly based on a 20 year-old survey of
cold storage practices,

8. The proposed change can not be justified todey the criteria establisbed by
the AMAA for a change in the beginning effective of Marketing Order
925 or the companion Table Grape Import Regulationd in view of the
record prices received by Coachella Valley growerd in the last two seasons.
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